[image: image1.emf]Statement of Churchpeople – Workers’ Solidarity (CWS)

International Workers’ Day (May 1, 2014)
“Church People and Workers in Solidarity, 
Reclaim the Dignity of Human Work!”
The annual celebration of Labor Day on the first day of May is a good opportunity for the Church to express his gratitude to the workers, his special concern for their welfare and once again put forward its social teachings on labor which serves as a reminder to promote ethical, just and humane policies in the world of work. 

Situation of the Workers

The workers are faced with multifarious problems:

growing legalization of contractualization/joblessness. 

It gravely undermines workers’ rights to security of tenure, self-organization, and collective bargaining agreement (CBA). President Aquino has kept the contractual-employment legal and more widespread through Department Order 18-A Series of 2011.

In January of 2014, Philippines jobless rate rose to 7.5%, up from 6.5 % in the previous period. Such employment situation gives us a glimpse of how millions of Filipinos are unable to cope with rising prices of petroleum and basic commodities. 
unjust wages 
The present statistic shows that the profit of transnational corporations grew from 20 – 100 % – the highest since 1940's. On the other hand, the International Labor Organization (ILO) said that the growth in the salary of workers throughout the world from 2008 to 2009 decreased by 50%.
In the Philippines, the imposition of the Two-Tiered Wage System has meant a wage cut and a wage freeze. Millions of Filipino workers continue to lose human dignity with very meagre wages and substandard quality of work. But still the Aquino government has continued to reject calls for a significant wage hike. Even the Phil. Institute for Development Studies (PIDS), which help government planners and policy-makers in the executive and legislative branches of government suggested in removing the minimum wage to allow more workers to be employed. 
the right to organize
The Aquino government continues to implement the same anti-labor policies as the previous administrations. The unwritten incentive for foreign investors: “Come to the Philippines ‘where labor is cheap, docile, not unionized.” In practice, the workers are unjustly terminated when they are suspected of organizing themselves. 

Migrant Filipino workers
The Philippine government has called OFW’s as the country’s modern heroes. However, these praises ring empty considering the government’s unwillingness to stop the staggering outflow of 5,000 Filipinos leaving daily in search of employment abroad, only to be exploited by their foreign employers. Added to this is the deathly inflow of six to ten bodies of OFW’s repatriated every day citing data from Migrante International.
Teachings of the Church on Labor
In his Labor Day message on May 1, 2012, Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle stated that the Church teachings constantly reiterate that the workers are more important than capital and profit and the workers are the key part of business and production. The growth of material or financial side of production is also vital, but should never be a reason to exploit workers. Putting emphasis on capital and profits will always bring damage to the dignity of workers including their families and the entire society. Priority is still the dignity of man created in the image of God.

Call to Action
In the face of such miserable plight of the Filipino workers, we, from the Churchpeople Workers Solidarity (CWS) join hands to advance the struggle of the workers. In the context of worsening conditions of the workers, CWS which was convened by churchpeople and workers’ organizations on September 12 – 15, 2011 in Cebu City, is determined to pursue the struggle for workers’ dignity and rightful recognition as partners in the pursuit of peace and progress in the country.

CWS affirms the “dignity of work based on the dignity of workers as co-creators of God and aims to live by the principle of putting the interest of labor above that of capital: workers’ rights over profit.”

Lastly, CWS pay its highest tribute to its co-convenor, the late Fr. Joe Dizon, a patriot and humble servant of the working class people. His life as a priest was devoted to serving and loving the workers and building various types of workers associations and unions. He immersed himself in workers’ struggle till his death. His commitment and legacy will linger forever in the minds and hearts of the people.

Uphold workers' rights!

Reclaim the Dignity of the Human Work!

No to Contractualization! Pass P125 Wage Hike Bill Now!
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